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Create a More Open Entrance Ceremony:
A Case of Digital Frontier Grand Prix 2018

Kenichi Ogatsu

(Undergraduate Admission and Public Relation Division, Digital Hollywood University)

This paper aims to reveal how Digital Frontier Grand Prix (DF) 2018, an entrance ceremony for freshermen of schools run by
Digital Hollywood Co., Ltd, was operated and to indicate its characteristics. The author worked as a producer of this event and
analyzed it with a method of participant observation to cover shortage of academic research on “ritual” school events like entrance
ceremony.

The result shows that DF has two features: (1) it is opened not only to freshermen and their families but to outside including
students in school, alumni and sponsors, (2) it has a unique system of showing the contest of works by the latest graduates to
motivate freshermen's creativity, which result in assessment of learning outcome.

The author spent one year in preparation for success and improvement of the event. DF, just like other “ritual” events, had
followed a specific pattern every year. Then, the author changed an order of a ceremony, length of time, staging etc. to smarten it
up in cool and worth participating event for both freshermen and graduates who won a prize in the contest.

To ensure objectivity of this study and hear voices of guests, the author had a questionnaire after DF2018. The data suggests
that the audience still feels uncomfortable in its length and unsatisfied with less information on each work of the award winners.
The author, through his own observation and the result of questionnaire, indicates that DF has a great potential to change the
meaning of school events and seeks to improve its quality and openness hereafter.

Keywords: entrance ceremony, “ritual” school events, participant observation, learning assessment
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